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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1 and 3-21 are currently pending. The Applicant thanks the Examiner for the 

allowance of claims 1 and 3-21 . Claim 2 was previously cancelled. Claims 22-35 have been 
cancelled by the present amendment to place the application in a condition for allowance and 
not to overcome any specific rejection. Entry of this Amendment after Final is respectfully 
requested. In view of the amendments and following remarks, favorable consideration and 
allowance of the application is respectfully requested. 

35 U.S.C. $112 Rejection 

Claim 34 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite. This 
claim has been cancelled by the present amendment. Therefore, the withdrawal of the rejection 
of claim 34 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph is requested. 

35 U.S.C. $102 Rejection 

Claims 22, 24, 26, 29, 33 and 35 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,921,478 to Solano et al. ("the Solano patent"). These claims 
have been cancelled by the present amendment. Therefore, the withdrawal of the rejection of 
claims 22, 24, 26, 29, 33 and 35 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) is respectfully requested. 

35 U.S.C. $103 Rejections 

Claim 25 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Solano in 
view of Chobotov. 

Claim 27 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Solano in 
view of Foster. 

Claim 28 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Solano in 
view of Ryan. 

Claims 30 and 32 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Solano in view of Dubrul. 

Claim 31 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Solano in 
view of Vrba. 
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Claims 25, 27, 28 and 30-32 have been cancelled by the present amendment. 
Therefore, the withdrawal of all of the rejections of claims 25, 27, 28 and 30-32 under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as listed above is respectfully requested. 

Conclusion 

For the foregoing reasons, Applicant believes all the pending claims are in condition for 
allowance and should be passed to issue. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
any additional fees which may be required under 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 7, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 01-2525. If the Examiner feels that a telephone conference would in any 
way expedite the prosecution of the application, please do not hesitate to call the undersigned 
at telephone (707) 543-0221. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Catherine C. Maresh. Reg. No. 35.268/ 
Catherine C. Maresh 
Registration No. 35,268 
Attorney for Applicant 

Medtronic Vascular, Inc. 
3576 Unocal Place 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
Facsimile No.: (707) 543-5420 
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